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Know Your Rights 

• OCR Complaint Process (complaintprocess.html) 

• Sex Discrimination (/policy/rights/guid/ocr/sex.html) 

• Race and National Origin Discrimination (/policy/rights/guid/ocr/racenational.html) 

• Age Discrimination (/policy/rights/guid/ocr/age.html) 

• Disability Discrimination (/policy/rights/guid/ocr/disability.html) 

• Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act (/policy/rights/guid/ocr/boyscouts.html) 

OCR enforces several Federal civil rights laws that prohibit discrimination in programs or activities that receive 
Federal funds from the Department of Education. These laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
and national origin, sex, disability, and on the basis of age. These laws extend to all state education agencies, 
elementary and secondary school systems, colleges and universities, vocational schools, proprietary schools, 
state vocational rehabilitation agencies, libraries, and museums that receive U.S. Department of Education funds. 
OCR also has responsibilities under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (prohibiting disability 
discrimination by public entities, whether or not they receive federal financial assistance). In addition, as of 
January 8, 2002, OCR enforces the Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act (Section 9525 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001). Under the Boy Scouts of 
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America Equal Access Act, no public elementary or secondary school or State or local education agency that 
provides an opportunity for one or more outside youth or community groups to meet on school premises or in 
school facilities shall deny equal access or a fair opportunity to meet to, or discriminate against, any group officially 
affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America, or any other youth group listed in Title 36 of the United States Code as a 
patriotic society, that wishes to meet at the school. 
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How Do I Find... 

• Student loans, forgiveness (/fund/grants-college.html?src=rn) 

• College accreditation (https://www.ed.gov/accreditation?src=rn) 

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (https://www.ed.gov/essa?src=rn) 

• FERPA (/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html?src=rn) 

• FAFSA (https://fafsa.ed.gov/?src=edgov-rn) 

• 1098, tax forms (https://www.ed.gOv/1098-e?src=rn) 

More > (/about/top-tasks.html?src=rn) 


Information About... 

• Transforming Teaching (https://www.ed.gov/teaching?src=rn) 

• Family and Community Engagement (https://www.ed.gov/family-and-community-engagement?src=rn) 

• Early Learning (/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/index.html?src=rn) 


Related Topics 

How to File a Complaint 

(/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/howto.html? 

src=rt) 

Topics A-Z 

(/about/offices/list/ocr/topics.html? 

src=rt) 

Civil Rights Data Collection 
(CRDC) 

(/about/offices/list/ocr/data.html? 

src=rt) 

Other Civil Rights Agencies 

(/about/offices/list/ocr/related.html? 

src=rt) 
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Recursos de la Oficina Para Derechos Civiles en 
Espanol 

(http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/list- 

sp.html) 

Resources Available in Other Languages 

(http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/howto- 

index.html) 


Student Loans 
(/fund/grants-college.html?src=ft) 

Repaying Loans (https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/repayment?src=ft) 

Defaulted Loans (https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/default?src=ft) 

Loan Forgiveness (https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation?src=ft) 

Loan Servicers (https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/repayment/servicers?src=ft#who-is-my-loan-servicer) 

Grants & Programs 
(/fund/grants-apply.html?src=ft) 

Apply for Pell Grants (https://www.fafsa.ed.gov/?src=ft) 

Grants Forecast (/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html?src=ft) 

Apply for a Grant (/fund/grant/apply/grantapps/index.html?src=ft) 

Eligibility for Grants (/programs/find/elig/index.html?src=ft) 

Laws & Guidance 
(/policy/?src=ft) 

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) (https://www.ed.gov/essa?src=ft) 

FERPA (/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html?src=ft) 

Civil Rights (/about/offices/list/ocr/know.html?src=ft) 

New IDEA Website (https://sites.ed.gov/idea/?src=ft) 

Data & Research 
(/rschstat/?src=ft) 

Education Statistics (https://nces.ed.gov/?src=ft) 

Postsecondary Education Data (https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/?src=ft) 

ED Data Express (https://eddataexpress.ed.gov/?src=ft) 

Nation's Report Card (https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/?src=ft) 

What Works Clearinghouse (https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/?src=ft) 

About Us 
(/about/?src=ft) 

Contact Us (/about/contacts/gen/?src=ft) 

ED Offices (/about/offices/list/?src=ft) 

Jobs (https://www.ed.gov/jobs/?src=ft) 

Press Releases (https://www.ed.gov/news/?src=ft) 
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Recursos en espanol (/espanol/bienvenidos/es/index.html?src=ft) 

Budget, Performance (/about/overview/focus/performance.html?src=ft) 

Privacy Program (/privacy?src=ft) 

Subscribe to E-Mail Updates (https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?topic_id=USED_5) 
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(https://twitter.com/usedgov) 


(https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USED/subscriber/new?topic_id=USED_5) © (https://www.ed.gov/feed) 


Notices (/notices/index.html?src=ft) FOIA (/policy/gen/leg/foia/foiatoc.html?src=ft) Privacy Policy (/notices/privacy/index.html) 

Accessibility (/notices/accessibility/index.html) Security (/notices/security/index.html?src=ft) 

Information quality (/policy/gen/guid/infoqualguide.html?src=ft) Inspector General (/about/offices/list/oig/index.html?src=ft) 
Whitehouse.gov (https://www.whitehouse.gov/) USA.gov (https://www.usa.gov/) Benefits.gov (https://www.benefits.gov/) 

Regulations.gov (https://www.regulations.gov/) 
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